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Conservative party threw its weight into the same
scale, and the Bill was lost by a majority of three.
Gladstone at once resigned, and the Queen sent
for Disraeli, who, however, refused to take office,
leaving his rival to drag out a few more months of
discredited political existence.

In January, 1874, the Liberal leader dissolved
Parliament on a promise to abolish the income-
tax if he were returned to power. But income-
taxpayers did not form a majority of the new
electorate, and as a class they were more than
satisfied with the amount of reform already secured,
many even fearing that a new lease of Radicalism
would leave them no income to be taxed. Dis-
senters and Secularists resented the re-endowment
of Church schools. Trade Unionist working men
were actively hostile to a Government which,
against their earnest remonstrances, had passed
the Bill making peaceful picketing a crime. Their
remedy was to run Labour candidates in opposition
to Liberals and Conservatives alike, with the result
that in most cases where a triangular contest took
place the Conservative won the seat. Working
men of an inferior sort resented the actual or
threatened restrictions on their opportunities for
getting drunk. Thus, although the Conservatives
were in a minority on the total poll, they secured
a majority of at least fifty in the House of Commons,
and that, too, a majority of the most obedient sort;
while a large number of the Irish Liberals had
been returned as Home Rulers, and might be
expected to vote with exclusive regard to obtaining
autonomy for their island.

Gladstone resigned  before the new Parliament